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The First Presbyterisn Church on-the-Green

Bloomfield, Essex County, New Jersey

Owner: The Trustees of the First Presbyterian Church

Date of Erection: Bullding operstions started 1797,
comvleted 1819; addltlions made
1853 gnd 1883

Architect: Samiel Lawrence Ward

Builder: Joshua James ~ guperintendent construction
Aury Ward « chisef mason

Present Condition: Good
Number of Stories: One with gallery and steeple
Materials of Construction: Foundation - stone

Bxterior walls = brown
atone

Interior waells - wood
walnscoting 3' 6" high,
walls and celling plaster
Inside brick chimneys

Roof - pitch, slate

Historicel Dgta:

In 1794 the people of the Watsesson petitioned
the presbytery in New York to organize a church. These
retitloners were members of the Hewark and Orange churches,
The request was granted and in 1796 a new parish was
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constituted under the name of the First
Presuyterian Churech of Bloomfield. In the
interim from the granting of the petition,

the name of the town was changed from Watsesson
to Bloomfield in honor of Major Jossph Bloom-
field, who later became governor of New Jersey.
The ©1d name was derlved from the Indians and
was gsaid to mean elbow~like; this epplied to
the third river of the town which made & large
elbow near 1ts center. Previous to thia
services wore held in the school house on
Pranklin Hill and in the home of Joseph Davls
on Franklin Street., The later structure is atill
standing.

Bullding operationsa started in 1696,
Eowever, the bullding was not completed arid
furnished uvntil 1819, Services were held in the
building as sarly as 1799 before the windows,
doors, and the permanent floors were installed.
In 1853 fifteen feet was added to the north end
to accommodate a new chancel. 4 Sunday School
room was added in 18&3. In 1898 to accommodatse a
new bell, the present cupola replsced the original
one.,

Bivliicgrephy:
Folsom, J.F, (Editor) Bloomfleld, 014

and New Csentennilal Histerical Committee,
1906

Knox, C.E. The Cld Church on-the-CGreen
Rloomfileld, 3.0, Hulin, 1901
(Historical Sermon)

Sherwood, J.M. Plea For 01d Foundations
New York, ¥. W, Dodd, 18B4
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Folsom, J.F. et al., MNMunicipslitles of
Tsgex County New Jersey 1666-1024 4
Volumes, Lewls Historieal Publishing
Company, New York, 1925

Pour Manuals of the First Fresbytkerian
Church for the years 1835, 1860, 1889,
and 1904

Norwood, B.R. 01d Caldwell, A
Retrospect 1699-1026 Caldwell,
Progress Publishing Compeny, 19297
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